ASTRONOMY

of Revati and the beginning of Aswini, 10 degrees west of the
first point of the constellation Aries) was due to astronomical
reforms of the Hindu Calendar, probably carried out under the
Greek auspices at a date not much earlier than 600 A. D.
A very clear statement of this opinion is given by Whitney
(the editor of Burgess's translation of Surya-Siddhanta). For a
further corroboration of their view, ancient Sanskrit literature
is appealed to. Hymns and lists referring to the Nakshatras
are to be met with in the Yajur and Atharva Vedas in
which Krittika now the third Nakshatra holds the first place,
containing the group of stars known to the European astrono-
mers as "the Pleiades."

These very briefly, as far as we have been able to gather
them, are the chief arguments in favour of,

(z)   The Grecian introduction of the twelve-fold Zodiac *
into India about 300 B. C.

(it)   The date of 570 A. D. for the fixation of the initial
point of the Indian Zodiacs.

These arguments are, is no doubt, cogent and have been
held by very high authorities. The opponents of this
modern theory, have brought forward the following
consideration. "The Brahmans are always too proud to
borrow their science from the Greeks, Arabs or any nation
of the Mlechchas as they call those who are ignorant of the
Vedas," This statement put forward by Sir William Jones is
further emphasised by the high regard which the Greek
writers, at the beginning of the first century A.D., had for
Indian Astronomy. For instance, in the Life of Apollonius
of Tyana (written by Philostratus about 210 A. D.), the wisdom
and learning of Appollonius are set high above those of all
his contemporaries, but he is spoken of as learning many
things specially matters (Apollonius concerning Astronomy
from the sages of India of Tyana, Book III, Chapter xli).
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